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Press Release

PHAP pushes lifelong immunization for Filipinos with new campaign
“IBA ang BAKUNADO”

The Pharmaceutical and Healthcare Association of the Philippines (PHAP) and its member vaccine
manufacturers are stepping up efforts to protect Filipinos across every stage of life through
strengthened vaccine access and advocacy.

Through its new campaign, “IBA ang BAKUNADO,” PHAP is driving awareness of the urgent
need for lifelong immunization—from childhood through old age—to safeguard public health and
close critical immunization gaps.

Timed with World Immunization Week, PHAP is reaffirming its commitment to promoting and
supporting stronger vaccination programs in the country. In collaboration with the government,
the medical community, and patient organizations, PHAP aims to help close coverage gaps,
expand access to new and existing vaccines, and encourage broader protection for Filipinos at
every life stage. “IBA ang BAKUNADO” intends to raise awareness about the critical role of
timely immunization in preventing disease, reducing healthcare burdens, and protecting lives.

The campaign highlights the importance of routine vaccination in safeguarding individuals against
more than 30 diseases such as measles, polio, pertussis, flu, pneumococcal disease, hepatitis,
cervical cancer, and emerging respiratory disease among others.

The initiative supports the Department of Health’s (DOH) 8-point agenda and its 2025 World
Immunization Week theme, “Magpabakuna: Bakuna sa lahat, kayang-kaya!” PHAP’s advocacy
also draws on lessons from the COVID-19 pandemic, emphasizing the urgent need for collective
action to close immunization gaps and strengthen universal protection.

“Extensive research and data from global health organizations demonstrate that immunization is
one of the most cost-effective public health interventions,” said Mr. Teodoro Padilla, Executive
Director of PHAP. “For every 100 invested in vaccination programs, the healthcare system can
save as much as P5,400%. That’s a real, measurable impact — for families, our healthcare system,
and the nation as a whole.”

Gavi Org. New evidence shows investments in vaccination produce even greater returns than previously thought. Accessed from
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PHAP President Dr. Diana Edralin echoed the need for continued innovation and investment in
vaccines to address both present and future health threats. “Continuous investment in life-course
immunization, modernizing healthcare systems, and adopting new vaccines are all critical to
future-proofing our public health defenses,” she said. “The private sector is fully committed to
working hand-in-hand with the government and healthcare community to strengthen vaccine
access and protect all Filipinos.”

PHAP member companies — including Abbott, GSK, MSD, Pfizer, Sanofi, Takeda and Zuellig
Pharma — are collaborating to help ensure timely access to vaccines by advancing scientific
research, strengthening global and local partnerships, and advancing robust supply chain networks.

PHAP also advocates for the introduction of new and innovative vaccines already approved and
in use internationally, targeting diseases such as dengue, shingles, invasive meningococcal disease
(MenB), and respiratory syncytial virus (RSV). Expanding coverage for these vaccine-preventable
diseases represents a critical step forward in enhancing public health.

PHAP also underscores the need to modernize immunization systems by integrating digital tools
for real-time vaccination tracking, improving equitable distribution, and proactively identifying
coverage gaps. Ensuring efficient access to preventive care for vulnerable populations—including
children, the elderly, pregnant women, individuals with comorbidities, and frontline workers—
remains a critical priority. PHAP emphasized that sustained collaboration across sectors is crucial.

“Iba ang laban kapag sama-sama. From childhood to old age, vaccines don’t just protect
individuals; they safeguard communities, strengthen our economy, and save lives,” said
Ms. Loreann Villanueva, Chair of the PHAP Vaccines Task Force. “The pandemic showed us
the power of partnership. We’ve seen what’s possible when sectors unite, and we must leverage
on that momentum.”

Through “IBA ang BAKUNADO,” PHAP remains steadfast in its mission to promote science-
based vaccines, strengthen healthcare systems, and ensure vaccine access at every life stage —
contributing to a healthier and more resilient Philippines. #




About PHAP

PHAP represents the biopharmaceutical medicines and vaccines industry in the country. Its
Members are in the forefront of research and development efforts for current and emerging
diseases that impact Filipinos. PHAP is a member of the International Federation of
Pharmaceutical Manufacturers and Associations (IFPMA) and a signatory of the Philippine
Consensus Framework for Ethical Collaboration. For more information, visit www.phap.org.ph.
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