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PHAP ready to support government in containing nCoV

The Pharmaceutical and Healthcare Association of the Philippines (PHAP) is
ready to support the government in its efforts to contain the novel coronavirus
(nCoV) acute respiratory disease.

PHAP, representing the research medicines and vaccines sector in the country,
also lauds Filipino healthcare workers who continue to care for patients in this
time of public health emergency.

PHAP shares concerns that the nCoV, for which an antiviral therapy is yet to
be developed, is a serious public health threat.

“The role of the pharmaceutical industry is crucial in efforts to stop the spread
of the nCoV. Pharmaceutical companies enable the research and development
of innovations and technologies for the detection of the nCoV, and in the
ongoing search for its potential prevention and treatment. Once available, our
goal is to immediately bring these life-saving innovations into the country in
partnership with the government. Now more than ever, there is need for strong
public-private collaboration to contain health threats like the nCoV,” said PHAP
President Dr. Beaver Tamesis.

The global International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers &
Associations (IFPMA), where PHAP is a member, expresses optimism that with
collaborations, governments can quickly respond to the nCoV threat. IFPMA
notes that rapid access to the virus, sharing the burden of research and
development, and the presence of global influenza sharing platforms will help
in the search for vaccines and treatments for the novel coronavirus.

PHAP also supports the government in its efforts to ensure that supply and
prices of essential medicines remain stable particularly in times of
emergencies.

“The role of the private sector is crucial as our government tries to prevent the
spread of nCoV in the country. PHAP member companies are looking very
closely at our supply chains to ensure that essential medicines and vaccines
are available for Filipino patients. Our Members have a continuity plan to ensure
that the supply of needed diagnostics and medicines is uninterrupted during
emergencies,” said PHAP Executive Director Teodoro Padilla.



About PHAP

The Pharmaceutical and Healthcare Association of the Philippines (PHAP)
represents the research-based pharmaceutical and healthcare sector in the
country. Its member companies are the trusted providers of quality and life-
saving medicines in the Philippines today. A non-profit and non-stock
organization, PHAP is composed of Filipino and global companies.



